
Worship Plan for Sunday, April 4, 2021  

Easter Day 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (ELW p. 97) 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG - HOSANNA 

Praise is rising, eyes are turning to You, we turn to You 

Hope is stirring, hearts are yearning for You, we long for You 

'Cause when we see You, we find strength to face the day 

In Your Presence all our fears are washed away, washed away 

 

Hosanna, hosanna 

You are the God Who saves us, worthy of all our praises 

Hosanna, hosanna 

Come have Your way among us 



We welcome You here, Lord Jesus 

 

Hear the sound of hearts returning to You, we turn to You 

In Your Kingdom broken lives are made new, You make us new 

'Cause when we see You, we find strength to face the day 

In Your Presence all our fears are washed away, washed away 

 

 

 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (ELW 365) 

Braille 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (Braille).brf 

Harmony 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (Harmony).tif 

Melody 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (Melody).tif 

Words 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today (Words).rtf 

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 

where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the 

Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to 

grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-9 

A reading from Isaiah. 

More than 700 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah proclaims the good news of God’s 

salvation and calls all people to rejoice! God will make a rich feast for all people. God will wipe 

the tears from their eyes. And most importantly, God will destroy death itself. 

 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 7And he will destroy on this mountain 

  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

  8he will swallow up death forever. 

 Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

  for the LORD has spoken. 

 9It will be said on that day, 

  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

  This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSIVE SONG  

Once for All 

Behold this King so innocent 

A crown of thorns upon His head 

Feel His heart, His heart of grace 

 

Behold this Man of suffering 

Who bore the cross and all our shame 

Breathe again, this mystery 

 

Nailed to a cross 

There in our place 

Oh Lamb of God 

You made a way 



 

Once for all 

You died so I could live again 

Once for all 

You washed away our sin 

Streams of mercy and love 

Flowing free forevermore 

And Your blood ran down 

Once for all 

 

The scars of love can still be seen 

On Your hands and on Your feet 

We feel Your heart, Your heart of grace 

 

Heaven's gates opened wide 

You have raised us up to life 

We breathe again, this mystery 

In the shadow of the cross 

We see our shame for what it was 

And feel Your heart, Your heart of grace 

 

We see Your power breaking through 

And all that we've become in You 

We breathe again, this mystery 

Up from the grave 

Now raised to life 

Oh Son of God 

We lift You high 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of 

the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, 

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they 

saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the 

tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were 

alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, 

tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as 

he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized 

them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 



Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   

Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 

 

1 Awake, my heart, with gladness, 

 see what today is done; 

 now, after gloom and sadness, 

 comes forth the glorious sun. 

 My Savior there was laid 

 where our bed must be made 

 when, as on wings in flight, 

 we soar to realms of light. 

 

3 This is a sight that gladdens— 

 what peace it does impart! 

 Now nothing ever saddens 

 the joy within my heart. 

 No gloom shall ever shake, 

 no foe shall ever take, 

 the hope which God's own Son 

 in love for me has won. 

 

5 Christ brings me to the portal 

 that leads to bliss untold, 

 whereon this rhyme immortal 

 is found in script of gold: 

 “Who there my cross has shared 

 finds here a crown prepared; 

 who there with me has died 

 shall here be glorified.” 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Praise to you for your power revealed in the resurrection! Fill your church with the strength of 

your love that is stronger than death. Let us be bringers of good news wherever death holds 

sway. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your life at work in the resurrection! Fill all of creation with your life. Bring it 

to blossom and flourish; use this coming spring to remind us that even the earth bursts forth with 

new life. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the peace made possible in the resurrection! Fill the nations with your peace. 

Draw together people of all nations and languages. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the hope of the resurrection! Fill all in need with hope: those who are afraid or 

confused, those who are sick or suffering, those who are dying, and those who grieve. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for the joy of your resurrection! Fill this assembly with joy as we are called your 

beloved. Multiply that joy so that we share it at home, at work, and in our community. Hear us, 

O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Praise to you for your faithfulness revealed in the resurrection! Fill us with trust, that we join 

with all who have gone before us in proclaiming: “your mercy endures forever!” Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 



with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (ELW p. 190) 

 

ELW Setting Eight Holy (Melody).tif 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

We give you thanks, Father, 

through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

who on the night that he was betrayed 

taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

and give thanks. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
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now and forever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 

 

COMMUNION SONG (ELW p. 191) 

 

ELW Setting Eight Lamb (Melody).tif 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with the body and 

blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in the world, that more and 

more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  

"Boldly I Approach (The Art Of Celebration)" 

 

By grace alone somehow I stand 

Where even angels fear to tread 

Invited by redeeming love 

Before the throne of God above 

He pulls me close with nail-scarred hands 
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Into His everlasting arms 

 

When condemnation grips my heart 

And Satan tempts me to despair 

I hear the voice that scatters fear 

The Great I Am the Lord is here 

Oh praise the One who fights for me 

And shields my soul eternally 

 

Refrain: 

Boldly I approach Your throne 

Blameless now I'm running home 

By Your blood I come 

Welcomed as Your own 

Into the arms of majesty 

 

Behold the bright and risen Son 

More beauty than this world has known 

I'm face to face with Love Himself 

His perfect spotless righteousness 

A thousand years, a thousand tongues 

Are not enough to sing His praise 

 

This is the art of celebration 

Knowing we're free from condemnation 

Oh praise the One, praise the One 

Who made an end to all my sin 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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