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As we move from summer into fall and then toward winter,
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schedules, our priorities, and even our hearts. School starts.
Work picks up. Sports, holidays, deadlines, shorter daysU it all
seems to come at us faster and faster. And in the midst of it, it
can be so easy to drift.

| was once sailing in the Puget SoundU beautiful, wide open water, surrounded
by mountains and pines. At first, it all felt wonderfully free. But | quickly learned
that the freedom of sailing doesnUt me
youUre not intentional, you can easil
One of the most important pieces of advice | got from a more experienced sailor
was this: UAl ways fix your eyes on a
even tiny adjustments over time wild/|

S
p

That stuck with me. And it still echoes when | think about faith, life, and the
rhythmswe keepUor donUt keep. When we donUt
return to, something beyond ourselves
up spiritually adrift. Not necessarily in some dramatic wayU but in the slow,
subtle drift of forgetting what really
our deeper purpose. With our need for grace, community, and rest.

Church, at its best, is that fixed point on the horizon.

l'tUs the weekly rhythm that helps
againU not because life is always calm or perfect, but because we know we
need help finding our bearings. It
enough. U0 1tUs about creating a pat
Where we are reminded of whatUs tr
after week.

us

Us n
tern
ue.

When we gather inworshipOwh et her i tUs on a vibrant
quiet Wednesday eveningU we create sacred space together. We lift up one
anotherUs joys and burdens. We pause
sing songs that have held generations before us. We come to the table for
communion, receiving again the grace that never runs out. And over time, this
rhythm becomes more than just something we doU it becomes a way of life.

t

As the seasons change and the days grow shorter, | want to encourage you to
let church become part of the rhythm of your fall and winter. Not just as
something you attend, but something that helps anchor you.

Make it part of your week the way meals are. The way sleep is. The way
friendship is. Not optional. Not squeezed in when everything else is done. But
essential. A fixed point on the horizon.
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This fall we have so many meaningful ways to gather:

Continued to page 2
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Continued from page 1

I Sunday Worship continues at 10:00 AM, every week. Each service is a new chance to be reminded of
GodUs faithfulness and purpose for your 1|life. WelU
in action.

9 Bible studies and discussion groups are returning, where you can go deeper into Scripture and into
connection with others.

1 Kids and youth ministry  resumes, helping the next generation find their own way of faith in a changing
world.

1 And don Ut AdvenragdeChristmésseason U a sacred time of waiting, of light in the darkness, of
preparing our hearts for hope born anew.

Each of these isnUthpy#t eapat canerfoarselvds.Parofjhovewe keep from drifting.
Of course, no one has perfect attendance. Life happens. Travel happens. lliness, exhaustion, family dynamicsU it all
comes with being human. But as much as possible, | invite you to make this fall a season of returning. Of fixing your eyes
on what is steady and sure.

Because in a world full of shifting priorities, chaotic news cycles, and to-do lists that never end, what we need more than
ever is a compass. A reminder. A community that helps us keep our hearts and minds aligned with grace, truth, and
hope.

That Us what church i s meant to be.

So this September through December, as the | eaves fall
again. Not because we need to fill pewsU but because you need a place to remember who you are and whose you are.

Let worship be your weekly touchpoint. Let prayer be your quiet anchor. Let serving others and being part of something
bigger than yourself give you new energy and perspective.

Keep your eyes on the horizon.
And weUl | sail this season together.

With grace and gratitude,
Pastor Colin Cranmer

"The world may fade, the stars may fall, the seasons may change, and winter may come.
But the God who has been our help in ages past is our hope for years to come.
In Him we have permanence, stability, joy unshakable, and life unending”




September 2025
Monday, Sept. 1
Saturday, Sept. 6
Sunday, Sept. 7

Monday, Sept. 8
Sunday, Sept. 14
Sunday, Sept. 21
Sunday, Sept. 28

October 2025
Saturday, Oct. 4
Sunday, Oct. 5
Sunday, Oct. 12
Monday, Oct. 13
Wednesday, Oct. 15
Sunday, Oct. 19
Sunday, Oct. 26
Friday, Oct. 31

November 2025
Saturday, Nov. 1
Sunday, Nov. 2

Sunday, Nov. 9
Monday, Nov. 10
Tuesday, Nov. 11
Thursday, Nov. 14
Saturday, Nov. 15
Sunday, Nov. 16

Sunday, Nov. 23
Thursday, Nov. 27
Sunday, Nov. 30

December 2025
Saturday, Dec. 6

Sunday, Dec. 7
Monday, Dec. 8
Sunday, Dec. 14
Sunday, Dec. 21

Wednesday, Dec. 24
Thursday, Dec. 25
Sunday, Dec. 28
Wednesday, Dec. 31

Labor Day

Prayer Ministry 9 AM

Worship Service 10 AM,

Stepping Stone Sunday/Youth Ministry Kick off
Picnic w/hamburgers & hot dogs

Church Council 7 PM

Worship Service 10 AM

Celebration of the Seasons Worship Service 10 AM
Worship Service 10 AM

Prayer Ministry 9 AM

Blessing of the Pets Worship Service 10 AM
Worship Service 10 AM - Stewardship Drive
Church Council 7 PM

Kroll Us Farm w/ Youth &

.MPPY =

LABOR
7 DAY

Worship Service 10 AM - Stewardship Drive ' ¥N. ¥ ;
Worship Service 10 AM - Stewardship Drive o £ L [ W |

<o |
Happy Halloween!! w\,/)

Prayer Ministry 9 AM
All SaintsU Sunday Worship
Daylight Saving Time ends [Fall back]
Worship Service 10 AM

Church Council 7 PM

Veterans Day

Chili Supper

Outdoor Christmas Light Decorating
Worship Service 10 AM

Congregational Meeting 11 AM

Worship Service 10 AM

Happy Thanksgiving! [No Worship Service]
Worship Service 10 AM - Advent 1

Prayer Ministry 9 AM

Christmas Light Show Kick-off w/hot cocoa & cookies
Worship Service 10 AM

Church Council 7 PM

Worship Service 10 AM

Blue Christmas Worship Service 10 AM
December Solstice

Christmas Eve Worship Service 4 PM
Merry Christmas! [No Worship Service]
Christmas Carols Worship Service 10 AM
New Year Us Eve

% VIBES@®
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The Messenger

—=CLASS OF =

UThe future bel onll

who believe in the beauty
of t heir dr eamls . U Madi son Fal ki nham

graduated on May 24,
~ El eanor Roosevehorekland Lutheran Hifgh
and will beMaditseoordil ng
Congratulations for biochenmesdt rtyr aocnk .a
to our 2025 St. Mar kUs Graduates! !

Lane Brennan Emi ly RaykiewicE
graduated on May |[18, 20rS5aduated on May |18
From Warren Township Hi §homckWaoten Townshilp
I n the fall she plans tdnattthend all, she |[wi
the College of Lake Coulndywola University| C
to study Occupationa
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And | et us watch out for |[lone another to provoke | ov]e
and good works, not neglefting to gather together, |Jas
some are in the habit of |[ldoBesausechurahisdikecadamilyargunioy e ac|h

other, and all the more af YQ¥nseE dihet sda%/% ARRFOoRe hlneo
in Christ and part of the family of God

Weekly (Ephesians 2:19; 3:14-15).

Zoom Weekly Bible Study with Pastor Colin
Wednesday Nights @ 7 PM (email for link)

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting
Friday Nights @ 7 PM in the fellowship hall. BREAKING

Hebr ews-250: 23

NEWS
Monthly St. MarkUs Congregat|i ot
Women of St. Marklbs Sunday, November 16th 2025
1st Monday of the month @ 7 PM Please join us after worship. The meeting will

begin at approximately 11 AM.
Reflections in the Spirit

1st Tuesday of the month @ 7 PM If you have not done so in the past year, be sure
to fill out a Communion Registration Card
Reflections in the Seasons prior to our meeting.

2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12 PM

[September thru May] This card, along with a contribution of record, will

allow you to vote at the meeting.

~ Gather Bible Study Completed cards can be left
3rd Friday of the month @ 5:30 PM in the offering plate, or in the donation box

. located outside the sanctuary wall in the Narthex.
Yarns of Compassion

3rd Monday of the month @ 7 PM
[January thru November]
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Financials through July 2025

St. Mark"s Lutheran Church

Balance Sheet
As of July 31, 2025

TOTAL
ASSETS
Current Assets
Bank Accounts
10000 General fund - Gurnee Comm Bank 48,600.40
10500 Vision Fund- Gurnee Comm Bank 2,335.59
10750 Youth & Family - Gurnee Com Bnk 111.81
11300 WSM Checking Account 7,879.02
Total Bank Accounts $58,926.82
Other Current Assets
14000 Investments 0.00
14400 Investments 48,545.18
14401 Unrealized Income (Losses) 37,096.90
Total 14400 Investments 85,642.08
Total 14000 Investments 85,642.08
Total Other Current Assets $85,642.08
Total Current Assets $144,568.90
Fixed Assets
15000 Building, Furniture, Equipment 1,273,250.23

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

Total Fixed Assets $1,273,250.23
TOTAL ASSETS $1,417,819.13
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY

Liabilities

20000 Accounts Payable 2,893.74
Total Accounts Payable $2,893.74
Other Current Liabilities

24000 Payroll Liabilities 0.00

24100 Federal Payroll Tax -1,188.34
24200 State Payroll Taxes - IL -744.81

Total 24000 Payroll Liabilities -1,933.15

Total Other Current Liabilities $-1,933.15
Total Current Liabilities $960.59
Long-Term Liabilities

22000 Lib B&T Promissory Note 400,972.93
Total Long-Term Liabilities $400,972.93

Total Liabilities $401,933.52
TOTAL

Equity
32000 Unrestricted Net Assets 1,019,858.27
Net Income -3,972.66
Total Equity $1,015,885.61
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $1,417,819.13

Financial Information continued on page 7




ACo me , Gr ow,

Financial Information continued from page 6

St. Mark"s Lutheran Church
Profit Loss Detailed Year to Date
January - July, 2025
TOTAL
JAN - JUL, 2025 JAN - JUL, 2024 (PY)

Income

41000 GENERAL FUND 154,226.67 156,082.79

42000 VISION FUND INCOME 39,844.51 12,594.06
Total Income $194,071.18 $168,676.85
GROSS PROFIT $194,071.18 $168,676.85
Expenses

51000 COMPENSATION 119,258.66 118,465.95

51160 OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES 57,754.30 49,612.93

58000 VISION FUND EXPENSES 20,642.15 13,019.49

Unapplied Cash Bill Payment Expense 0.00 0.00
Total Expenses $197,655.11 $181,098.37
NET OPERATING, INCOME $-3,583.93 $-12,421.52
Other Income

99700 Investment Income 0.00 0.00

41910 Interest Income 164.02 135.41

41920 Dividend Income 1,017.35 978.18

99800 Unrealized Gain - Securities 1,323.64 5,084.28

Total 99700 Investment Income 2,505.01 6,197.87
Total Other Income $2,505.01 $6,197.87
NET OTHER INCOME $2,505.01 $6,197.87
NET INCOME $-1,078.92 $-6,223.65

Tithing is a vital part of our faith, enabling the church to serve, grow, and reach those in need.
Your faithful giving helps sustain ministry, outreach,
and the work God has called us to do together.

For those of wus who calll St . Mar kUs home or for
and care that we do here, we would love for you to be able to tithe as a way of giving back a portion
of what God gives us in worship.

One of the ways of giving is a regular withdrawal set up through Simply Giving.
This is easiest if you are a long time member
who would like a tax statement at the end of the year.

yﬂplyg’tivnijhwgt Thank you for the support yonthriventeo

online giving made easy

o . Bringing generosity to life
What is Simply Giving ~? g g g y
It Us an eas | er , S | m p Through Thrivent Choice®, our clients with membership can contribute to
to make your regu|ar organizations and causes they care about—and influence how Thrivent distributes
Contributions to St Markls some of its charitable grant funding through Choice Dollars®.
th rOUgh automated g|V|ng You can make a personal donation to your favorite enrolled organization—Thrivent
By pal’ticipating in the program, you can use pays the processing fees.” Eligible clients with membership can also direct Choice
eleCtroniC funds transfer to give your Weekly Dollars or nominate an organization to be a part of the program.
semi'monthly or monthly Oﬁering- Through Thrivent Choice, more than $618 million has been distributed to churches
Contact the church office w/questions. and nonprofits nationwide.

any
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September: COOL Ministries

COOL Ministries is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization dedicated to providing comprehensive
assistance to families in need, aiming to reduce
hunger and homelessness while promoting personal
growth and self-sufficiency.

https://coolministries.org/

October: Social Justice - Prison Ministry

CZriends i

Everyone Deserves a Chance to Be Free
- Inside and Out -

Too many lives are broken by incarceration - but we
believe hope, healing, and transformation are
possible. At Chicagoland Prison Outreach, we walk
alongside incarcerated individuals, their families,
and returning citizens with practical support,
vocational training, and the life-changing message
of Jesus Christ. Together with our partners and
volunteers, we help people discover their God-given
purpose and build a brighter future.

https://www.cpoministries.org/

November: PADS

PADS

LAKE COUNTY

Helping the Homeless Find a Way

Beyond Just Shelter

We envision a community in which
homelessness is rare, brief,
and non-recurring.

Our programs make it possible.

https://padslakecounty.org/

December: Debt Reduction
Foundations for the Future

simplygiving

online giving made easy

What is Simply Giving ~?

It Us an easier, simpler
contributions to St. Mark's through automated giving.
By participating in the program, you can use
electronic funds transfer to give your weekly,
semi-monthly or monthly offering.
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COOL FOOD PANTRY FOOD OF THE MONTH:

September: Canned Fruit October: Breakfast Items

UDefend the weak and the fatherless; uphold |t he
Come as You Araae Whoever You

Everyone is welcome at St. Mar kés, no mattpr
what darkness or struggles you have facef,

mar gi ntayl iszeeadi ety or denied invol vemen|t b

All are worthy of Goddés | ove and grace. We dqel e
ethnicity, faith background, age, economigf s
gender i dentiar,ametnhiang adlide ttyhat dj vi

Christdéds church is not ours to control, ndr i
But it is our place to |l ove all our neighboygs,
ATherefore welcome one another as Christ hap w

Wel come!
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Happy Fall Birthdays! Happy Fall Anniversaries!
"This is the day the Lord has made,; UMarriage is a beputi
let us rejoice and be glad in it." and a gift from|[|God

Altar flowers for Sunday worship
can be purchased in honor or in memory
of loved ones.

The cost is $39.95 which includes delivery.

Sign up sheets are available on the bulletin
board located in the narthex.

Please indicate who the flowers are in
memory/honor of & your color preference.

St .

St .

Mar kUs would |ike to off er""'
Nanciann Krukowski and Jill Shepherd :
for their donation
in memory of Robert Allen

Mar kUs would |ike to
Bob & Helen Ostman and Jill Shepherd
for their donation
in memory of Bill Reif

nks

nks
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Evangelical

= Lutheran Church
5 S\ IS :

Thank you for your gift of $544.00 to ELCA World Hunger. ¥|Z" in America

Dear St Mark's E elical Luth Church, 4>
ear ark's Evangeli utheran Churc AN

"From [Christ’s] fullness we have all received, grace upon grace."
-John 1:16

As a church, we are empowered to love and serve our neighbors as Christ first loved us.
Your gifts to the ministries of the ELCA help people around the world feel the power and
hope that flow from God’s full, boundless love. Drawn together and guided by the Holy
Spirit, we accomplish together what none of us could do alone, grace upon grace.

Your generosity is getting at the root causes of hunger and poverty in over 60 countries,
including the United States. It provides access to clean water, health care, agriculture,
livestock and education, and it advances peace and justice for all people. Through your
gifts, you join the whole church in working toward a just world where all are fed.

Thank you for your gracious gifts. You make God’s love real.

With gratitude,

Brall Rl

The Rev. Daniel Rift
Director, Congregational Generosity

April 17,2025

Feeding the Hungry Housing the Homeless
800 West Glen Flora Avenue Waukegan, Illinois 60085 847-662-1340

“Wherever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all.”
-Galatians 6:: 10

St. Marks Lutheran Church
3350 N. Delany Road
Waukegan, IL 60087

Dear Friends,

It is with sincere gratitude that we acknowledge your generous donation of $477 from your
Spring fund raising to support the COOL Food Pantry. We are blessed by your generosity
and would like to that all those who have made this donation possible.

As the need for the services we provide continues to grow, we look to the community for
additional support. Support from the community has been the cornerstone of our ability to
provide much needed assistance to our neighbors. Your generosity enables us to continue
our mission of reducing hunger and homelessness in our community.

Thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely, .

Mﬂ%%m

Mindy Lindholm
Executive Director

A . =
X «ations | DONATIONS]
| DONATIONS | E |
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White @?‘gane
Wellness Center

t he
activities have been full of life,

Over

with the
Breakfast, White Crane
Wellness Center events for
those that are 60+. Programs
such as Lake
Involvement in the Under-
ground Railroad, Threads of
Time: Quilts and Textiles, Odd
Side of the Oval Office
Presidential Trivia, Preventing
Dehydration,
Exercise for your brain, etc.
Worship services have
remained strong, and
fellowship has flourished
through these offerings.

UMMER E

summe

Wo me

VEN

Wi

St. Marks @

and White Crane Wellness
PRESENT ol

LAKE COUNTY’S
ROLE IN THE
UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD

Click Here to Sign Up

TUESDAY, MAY 20
@ 10:30 AM
UPSTAIRS IN THE SANCTUARY
AT ST. MARK’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Discover the powerful history of local
efforts in the fight for freedom.

# ‘j
&\

STAY SAFE
ONLINE

SCAM PREVENTION &
CYBERSECURITY WORKSHOP

Sunday, June 1- After Worship During
Fellowship

Join us for an informative session with Cathy
Kramer, a cybersecurity expert, to learn how to:

* Spot and avoid common scams, phishing emails,
and fraud attempts

« Protect your personal information and online
accounts

o Stay safe while using email, social media, and
the internet

Nnan ta all_na tarh avnarianca naadad

SENIORS 55+

STORIES OF LAKE
COUNTY WOMEN

APRIL 15 @ 10:30 AM
ST. MARK’S FELLOWSHIP HALL
RSVP HERE

Discover the inspiring and often untold
stories of the incredible women who helped
shape Lake County.

T S



) . : . Upcoming Senior Events |@ St
The FeIIowshlp Hall nghtlng Pl’OjeCt Enjoy uplifting activities, good company, and a warm

Is Complete!! community at our Senior Gatherings!

Tues. 8/19 10- 11 AM Bingo-cize

Wed. 8/20 10:30 - 11:30 AM Geometric Painting

winstonelectric@comcast.net / 847-244-4790 Thurs. 8/21  10-11 AM Bingo-cize

Tues. 8/26 10- 11 AM Bingo-cize

Thurs. 8/28 10 - 11 AM Bingo-cize

Wed. 9/10 10:30 - 11:30 AM Merlin Bird

Wed. 9/17 10:30 - 11:30 AM Fall Prevention Trivia

11:30-12: 30 AM YouUre| Deac

Tues. 9/23 10 - 11 AM Hand Hygiene

Tues. 9/30 10 - 11 AM Healthy Eating on a budget

Wed. 10/1 10 - 11 AM Fluid Movement Chair &
Standing Exercises

Wed. 10/8 10:30 - 11:30 AM Plan Your Funeral

Wed. 10/15 10-11 AM Fluid Movement Chair &
Standing Exercises

Tues. 11/4 10 - 11 AM Owils of Lake County

Wed. 11/5 10:30-11: 30 AM WitUs Wpr kot
Wed. 11/12 10:30-11: 30 AM Wit Us Wér kot
Wed. 11/19 10:30-11: 30 AM Wit Us Wor kot

Tues. 12/2 10:30 - 11:30 AM Winter Trivia

6Thank You Nlot e

If you have a thank you note
that you would like the
congregation to be aware of

WELCOME TO ST.MARK'S LUTHERAN please contact the church
CHURCH WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU, WITH NO . ~
EXPECTATION BEYOND YOUR PRESENCE. of fice and we gl |
WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO HAVE YOU TODAY, YOU'RE A GIFT TO OUR include it in our next
WITH US TODAY. COMMUNITY. L.
FOR THOSE MOVED TO GIVE, IT'S A quarterly publication.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION PRIVILEGE REFLECTING GOD'S
ABOUT ST.MARK’'S OR WANT TO RECEIVE GENEROSITY TOWARDS US. IF YOU WISH,

EMAIL UPDATES PLEASE MAKE USE OF THE QR CODE BELOW OFFERS A SIMPLE
THE QR CODE. IT'S A GATEWAY TO MORE WAY TO CONTRIBUTE.

INFORMATION ABOUT OUR CHURCH, OUR
MISSION, AND THE VARIOUS WAYS YOU
CAN GET INVOLVED WITH OUR
COMMUNITY.

EVERY FORM OF PARTICIPATION, BE IT
PRESENCE OR CONTRIBUTION, ENRICHES
US ALL.

jfjﬁ Lo fiftseran Churel,



mailto:winstonelectric@comcast.net

