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ŬFinding Our Bearingsŭ 

 

As we move from summer into fall and then toward winter, 

thereŪs a shift that happensŨnot just in the weather, but in our 

schedules, our priorities, and even our hearts. School starts. 

Work picks up. Sports, holidays, deadlines, shorter daysŨit all 

seems to come at us faster and faster. And in the midst of it, it 

can be so easy to drift. 

 

I was once sailing in the Puget SoundŨbeautiful, wide open water, surrounded 

by mountains and pines. At first, it all felt wonderfully free. But I quickly learned 

that the freedom of sailing doesnŪt mean you just go wherever the wind blows. If 

youŪre not intentional, you can easily end up miles off course without realizing it. 

One of the most important pieces of advice I got from a more experienced sailor 

was this: ŬAlways fix your eyes on a single point on the horizon. If you donŪt, 

even tiny adjustments over time will pull you far off track.ŭ 

 

That stuck with me. And it still echoes when I think about faith, life, and the 

rhythms we keepŨor donŪt keep. When we donŪt have something steady to  

return to, something beyond ourselves to guide us, itŪs surprisingly easy to end 

up spiritually adrift. Not necessarily in some dramatic wayŨbut in the slow,  

subtle drift of forgetting what really matters. Losing touch with GodŪs voice. With 

our deeper purpose. With our need for grace, community, and rest. 

 

Church, at its best, is that fixed point on the horizon. 

 

ItŪs the weekly rhythm that helps us realign. The place we return to again and 

againŨnot because life is always calm or perfect, but because we know we 

need help finding our bearings. ItŪs not about checking a box or being Ŭreligious 

enough.ŭ ItŪs about creating a pattern of life where we remember who we are. 

Where we are reminded of whatŪs true. Where we are grounded in love, week 

after week. 

 

When we gather in worshipŨwhether itŪs on a vibrant Sunday morning or a  

quiet Wednesday eveningŨwe create sacred space together. We lift up one 

anotherŪs joys and burdens. We pause to pray. We listen for GodŪs Word. We 

sing songs that have held generations before us. We come to the table for  

communion, receiving again the grace that never runs out. And over time, this 

rhythm becomes more than just something we doŨit becomes a way of life. 

 

As the seasons change and the days grow shorter, I want to encourage you to 

let church become part of the rhythm of your fall and winter. Not just as     

something you attend, but something that helps anchor you. 

 

Make it part of your week the way meals are. The way sleep is. The way   

friendship is. Not optional. Not squeezed in when everything else is done. But 

essential. A fixed point on the horizon. 

 
Here at St. MarkŪs, weŪre not just here to fill a calendarŨweŪre here to help you 

live a life thatŪs rooted and meaningful. And we do that together, in community. 

 

This fall we have so many meaningful ways to gather: 

 

Come, Grow Shareé. 

Our Staff 
 

Pastor Colin Cranmer 
 

Eric Aho 
Director of Musical Ensembles 

 

Cody Ammons 
Webpage Master 

 

Victoriya Berezhna 
Organist 

 

Shay Cranmer 
Contemporary Worship           

Arts Director 
 

Joanie Ryan 
Office Manager 

 

Jill Shepherd 
Stephen Ministry 

847-989-1919 
 

Jenny Theis 
Childrenôs Ministry Director 

 

Lynn Schroetter 
Council Chair 

 
Contacts:  

 

Phone: 847-623-5135 
 

Fax: 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
 

E-mail:  
stmarkslutheran@gmail.com 
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ŬFriends of St. Marksŭ  
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ŬSt. Marks Lutheran Churchŭ 
 

ŬSt. Marks Yarns of  
 Compassionŭ 
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Our Mission Statement: 
 

Come celebrate the gift  of   
Jesus Christ.  

Grow together in faith and love.  
Share the Good !    

 

3350 North Delany Rd  

Waukegan, I I .  60087  

Continued to page 2 
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W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s 

 

 

¶ Sunday Worship  continues at 10:00 AM, every week. Each service is a new chance to be reminded of 

GodŪs faithfulness and purpose for your life. WeŪll be moving into a series on generosity, gratitude, and faith 

in action. 

¶ Bible studies and discussion groups  are returning, where you can go deeper into Scripture and into    

connection with others. 

¶ Kids and youth ministry  resumes, helping the next generation find their own way of faith in a changing 

world. 

¶ And donŪt forget the Advent and Christmas season Ũa sacred time of waiting, of light in the darkness, of 

preparing our hearts for hope born anew. 

 

Each of these isnŪt just an Ŭextraŭ thingŨtheyŪre part of how we re-center ourselves. Part of how we keep from drifting. 

 

Of course, no one has perfect attendance. Life happens. Travel happens. Illness, exhaustion, family dynamicsŨit all 

comes with being human. But as much as possible, I invite you to make this fall a season of returning. Of fixing your eyes 

on what is steady and sure. 

 

Because in a world full of shifting priorities, chaotic news cycles, and to-do lists that never end, what we need more than 

ever is a compass. A reminder. A community that helps us keep our hearts and minds aligned with grace, truth, and 

hope. 

 

ThatŪs what church is meant to be. 

 

So this September through December, as the leaves fall and the year winds down, I hope youŪll come back again and 

again. Not because we need to fill pewsŨbut because you need a place to remember who you are and whose you are. 

 

Let worship be your weekly touchpoint. Let prayer be your quiet anchor. Let serving others and being part of something 

bigger than yourself give you new energy and perspective. 

 

Keep your eyes on the horizon. 

 

And weŪll sail this season together. 

 

With grace and gratitude, 

Pastor Colin Cranmer  

 

 

Continued from page 1 

"The world may fade, the stars may fall, the seasons may change, and winter may come.  
But the God who has been our help in ages past is our hope for years to come.  

In Him we have permanence, stability, joy unshakable, and life unending"  
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W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s 

September 2025  

Monday, Sept. 1 Labor Day 

Saturday, Sept. 6 Prayer Ministry 9 AM 

Sunday, Sept. 7 Worship Service 10 AM,  

   Stepping Stone Sunday/Youth Ministry Kick off 

   Picnic w/hamburgers & hot dogs 

Monday, Sept. 8 Church Council 7 PM 

Sunday, Sept. 14 Worship Service 10 AM  

Sunday, Sept. 21 Celebration of the Seasons Worship Service 10 AM  

Sunday, Sept. 28 Worship Service 10 AM 

 

October 2025  

Saturday, Oct. 4 Prayer Ministry 9 AM 

Sunday, Oct. 5 Blessing of the Pets Worship Service 10 AM 

Sunday, Oct. 12 Worship Service 10 AM - Stewardship Drive 

Monday, Oct. 13 Church Council 7 PM 

Wednesday, Oct. 15 KrollŪs Farm w/Youth & Family 5:30 Free Hayride  

Sunday, Oct. 19 Worship Service 10 AM - Stewardship Drive 

Sunday, Oct. 26 Worship Service 10 AM - Stewardship Drive 

Friday, Oct. 31 Happy Halloween!! 

 

November 2025  

Saturday, Nov. 1 Prayer Ministry 9 AM 

Sunday, Nov. 2 All SaintsŪ Sunday Worship Service 10 AM 

    Daylight Saving Time ends [Fall back]     

Sunday, Nov. 9 Worship Service 10 AM 

Monday, Nov. 10 Church Council 7 PM 

Tuesday, Nov. 11 Veterans Day 

Thursday, Nov. 14 Chili Supper 

Saturday, Nov. 15 Outdoor Christmas Light Decorating 

Sunday, Nov. 16 Worship Service 10 AM  

   Congregational Meeting 11 AM 

Sunday, Nov. 23 Worship Service 10 AM  

Thursday, Nov. 27 Happy Thanksgiving! [No Worship Service] 

Sunday, Nov. 30 Worship Service 10 AM - Advent 1 
    

December 2025  

Saturday, Dec. 6 Prayer Ministry 9 AM 

   Christmas Light Show Kick-off w/hot cocoa & cookies 

Sunday, Dec. 7 Worship Service 10 AM 

Monday, Dec. 8  Church Council 7 PM 

Sunday, Dec. 14 Worship Service 10 AM 

Sunday, Dec. 21  Blue Christmas Worship Service 10 AM 

   December Solstice 

Wednesday, Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Worship Service 4 PM 

Thursday, Dec. 25 Merry Christmas! [No Worship Service] 

Sunday, Dec. 28  Christmas Carols Worship Service 10 AM 

Wednesday, Dec. 31 New YearŪs Eve  



W e b t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s 

The Messenger         4  

 

 

 

Madison Falkinham  
graduated on May 24, 2025 from  

Shoreland Lutheran High School, Kenosha, Wi., 
and will be attending UW-Madison  
for biochemistry on a pre-med track. 

Emily Raykiewicz 
 

graduated on May 18, 2025  
from Warren Township High School.  

In the fall, she will attend   
Loyola University Chicago  
to study Occupational Therapy. 

Lane Brennan 
graduated on May 18, 2025  

From Warren Township High School.  
In the fall she plans to attend  
the College of Lake County. 

ŬThe future belongs to those  

who believe in the beauty  

of their dreams.ŭ  
 

~ Eleanor Roosevelt ~ 
 

Congratulations  

to our 2025 St. MarkŪs Graduates!! 
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W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s 

Weekly  
 

Zoom Weekly Bible Study with Pastor Colin  

Wednesday Nights @ 7 PM (email for link) 

 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting  

Friday Nights @ 7 PM in the fellowship hall.  

 

Monthly  
 

Women of St. MarkŪs   

1st Monday of the month @ 7 PM 

 

Reflections in the Spirit 

1st Tuesday of the month @ 7 PM  

 

Reflections in the Seasons  

2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12 PM  

[September thru May] 

 

Gather Bible Study  

3rd Friday of the month @ 5:30 PM 

 

Yarns of Compassion  

3rd Monday of the month @ 7 PM  

[January thru November] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

And let us watch out for one another to provoke love 

and good works, not neglecting to gather together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging each 

other, and all the more as you see the day approaching  

Because church is like a family reunion .  
 

ŬThe Bible says that we are brothers and sisters  

in Christ and part of the family of God  
 

(Ephesians 2:19; 3:14-15).  

 

Please join us after worship. The meeting will 

begin at approximately 11 AM.    
 

If you have not done so in the past year, be sure 

to fill out a Communion Registration Card  

prior to our meeting. 
 

This card, along with a contribution of record, will 

allow you to vote at the meeting.  
 

Completed cards can be left  

in the offering plate, or in the donation box  

located outside the sanctuary wall in the Narthex.   

St. MarkŪs Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, November 16th 2025  

Financials are included on page 6  
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Financial Information continued on page 7  

Financials through July 2025  
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Financial Information continued from page 6  

Tithing is a vital part of our faith, enabling the church to serve, grow, and reach those in need.  

Your faithful giving helps sustain ministry, outreach,  

and the work God has called us to do together.  
 

For those of us who call St. MarkŪs home or for anyone who would like to support the work  

and care that we do here, we would love for you to be able to tithe as a way of giving back a portion  

of what God gives us in worship. 
 

One of the ways of giving is a regular withdrawal set up through Simply Giving.  

This is easiest if you are a long time member  

who would like a tax statement at the end of the year.  

 

 
 

What is Simply Giving ­?  
ItŪs an easier, simpler way  

to make your regular  
contributions to St. Mark's  
through automated giving.  

By participating in the program, you can use  
electronic funds transfer to give your weekly,  

semi-monthly or monthly offering. 
Contact the church office w/questions. 

Thank you for the support you provide to St. MarkŪs.  
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September: COOL Ministries  October: Social Justice - Prison Ministry  

November: PADS  

 
COOL Ministries is a 501(c)(3) non-profit  

organization dedicated to providing comprehensive 
assistance to families in need, aiming to reduce  

hunger and homelessness while promoting personal 
growth and self-sufficiency.  

 

https://coolministries.org/  

 

 

Everyone Deserves a Chance to Be Free 
- Inside and Out -  

 

Too many lives are broken by incarceration - but we 
believe hope, healing, and transformation are  

possible. At Chicagoland Prison Outreach, we walk 
alongside incarcerated individuals, their families, 

and returning citizens with practical support,  
vocational training, and the life-changing message 

of Jesus Christ. Together with our partners and  
volunteers, we help people discover their God-given 

purpose and build a brighter future.  

 

https://www.cpoministries.org/  

Beyond Just Shelter  
 

We envision a community in which  

homelessness is rare, brief,  

and non-recurring.  
Our programs make it possible. 

 

https://padslakecounty.org/  

December: Debt Reduction  

Foundations for the Future  

What is Simply Giving ­?  
ItŪs an easier, simpler way to make your regular  

contributions to St. Mark's through automated giving.  
By participating in the program, you can use  
electronic funds transfer to give your weekly,  

semi-monthly or monthly offering. 
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COOL FOOD PANTRY FOOD OF THE MONTH:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ŬDefend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.ŭ  

Come as You Are, Whoever You Are   

Everyone is welcome at St. Markôs, no matter what you have done, what has been done to you,  

what darkness or struggles you have faced, and regardless of whether you have been  

marginalized by society or denied involvement by other churches.  

All are worthy of Godôs love and grace. We celebrate diversity, and seek to be inclusive of every race,        

ethnicity, faith background, age, economic status, political affiliation, sexual orientation,  

gender identity, mental ability, or anything else that divides us.  

Christôs church is not ours to control, nor is it our job to sort, divide, categorize or exclude.  

But it is our place to love all our neighbors, aid the less fortunate, and to be a voice on their behalf.   

ñTherefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.ò Romans 15:7  

Welcome! 

October: Breakfast Items  September: Canned Fruit  

November: Tuna  December: Side Dishes  
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Happy Fall Birthdays!  

 "This is the day the Lord has made;              
let us rejoice and be glad in it."  

 

 

Happy Fall Anniversaries!  

ŬMarriage is a beautiful thing  
and a gift from Godŭ  

 
 

W e b s i t e :  s t m a r k s l u t h e r a n . u s 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar flowers for Sunday worship  

can be purchased in honor or in memory  

of loved ones.  
 

The cost is $39.95 which includes delivery.  
 

Sign up sheets are available on the bulletin 
board located in the narthex.  

 

Please indicate who the flowers are in 
memory/honor of & your color preference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. MarkŪs would like to offer our sincerest thanks to  

Nanciann Krukowski and Jill Shepherd  

for their donation  

in memory of Robert Allen  

 

St. MarkŪs would like to offer our sincerest thanks to  

Bob & Helen Ostman and Jill Shepherd  

for their donation 

in memory of Bill Reif  
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òCommunity Makes God Visibleó 

Henri Nouwen 
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Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯ(ɀËɯÚÈàȮɯɁ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÐÔÔÌÙÚÌËɯÐÕɯ

&ÖËɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÞÏàɯÞÌɯÎÖɯÛÖɯ×ÙÈàÌÙȭɂ 

 

3ÏÌɯÉÙÖÞÚɯÞÖÜÓËɯÛÐÎÏÛÌÕɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌȭɯɯ

Ɂ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒɯÞÌɯÎÖɯÛÖɯ×ÙÈàÌÙɯÛÖɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ&ÖËȮɂɯ

ÚÖÔÌÖÕÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚÈàɯÈɯÉÐÛɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÌÕÛÈÛÐÝÌÓàȭɯɯ

(ɀËɯÚÏÈÒÌɯÔàɯÏÌÈËȯɯɯɁ-ÖȮɂɯ(ɀËɯÚÈàȮɯ

Ɂ ÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÈɯÚÛÈÛÌɯÞÌɯÚÌÌÒȮɯÉÜÛɯ

ÐÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÞÏàɯÞÌɯÎÖɯÛÖɯ×ÙÈàÌÙȭɂ 
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Over the summer, St. MarkŪs 
activities have been full of life, 
with the WomenŪs Prayer 
Breakfast, White Crane  

Wellness Center events for 
those that are 60+. Programs 
such as Lake CountyŪs  

Involvement in the Under-

ground Railroad, Threads of 

Time: Quilts and Textiles, Odd 
Side of the Oval Office  

Presidential Trivia, Preventing 
Dehydration, WitŪs Workout 
Exercise for your brain, etc. 

Worship services have  
remained strong, and  

fellowship has flourished 
through these offerings. 

ST. MARKŪS SUMMER EVENTS 2025  
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ôThank You Notesõ 

If you have a thank you note 

that you would like the  

congregation to be aware of  

please contact the church 

office and weõll be sure to 

include it in our next  

quarterly publication.  

winstonelectric@comcast.net   /  847-244-4790 

The Fellowship Hall Lighting Project 

Is Complete!!  

Thanks to Jack Winston!! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Upcoming Senior Events @ St. MarkŪs  

Enjoy uplifting activities, good company, and a warm  
community at our Senior Gatherings! 

 

Tues.  8/19 10 - 11 AM  Bingo-cize 

Wed. 8/20 10:30 - 11:30 AM  Geometric Painting 

Thurs.  8/21 10 - 11 AM  Bingo-cize 

Tues.  8/26 10 - 11 AM  Bingo-cize 

Thurs.  8/28 10 - 11 AM  Bingo-cize 

Wed.  9/10 10:30 - 11:30 AM  Merlin Bird 

Wed.  9/17 10:30 - 11:30 AM  Fall Prevention Trivia 

  11:30 - 12:30 AM  YouŪre Dead Now What 

Tues.  9/23 10 - 11 AM Hand Hygiene 

Tues.  9/30 10 - 11 AM  Healthy Eating on a budget 

Wed.  10/1 10 - 11 AM  Fluid Movement Chair &  

         Standing Exercises 

Wed.  10/8 10:30 - 11:30 AM Plan Your Funeral 

Wed.  10/15 10 - 11 AM  Fluid Movement Chair &  

                                  Standing Exercises 

Tues.  11/4 10 - 11 AM  Owls of Lake County 

Wed.  11/5 10:30 - 11:30 AM WitŪs Workout 

Wed.  11/12 10:30 - 11:30 AM WitŪs Workout 

Wed.  11/19 10:30 - 11:30 AM WitŪs Workout 

Tues.  12/2 10:30 - 11:30 AM Winter Trivia  

mailto:winstonelectric@comcast.net

