Come,

The Messenger

From The Desk of Pastor Cranmer:

Dear wonderful congregation of St. Mark's,

| hope this message finds you well, and that you're _
excited to embark on the journey of Lent with me. As we
prepare for this season, | wanted to take a moment to
share some thoughts on how we can make the most of
this time of contemplation and growth. The liturgical
calendar is a lovely tool that helps us make sure we are
taking time for all the emotions and experiences we feel in a lifetime, things like
joy and anticipation at Christmas and Advent, but also the realities of life,
existence, even sadness, loss, and self-consideration. The Lenten season and
much of Holy Week is focused on these things, before Easter flips the switch
back to another high point of celebration.

Lent is a time to intentionally focus on our relationship with God and our
relationship with others. It's a time to look inward and identify areas in our lives
where we need to grow and improve. We can think about it like spring cleaning
to ready ourselves for the return of joy at Easter. It's also a time to look outward
and to consider how we can be a blessing to those around us.

One way to do this is by engaging in acts of service and kindness. Whether it's
volunteering at a local food bank, visiting someone who is sick, or simply taking
the time to listen to a friend who is going through a tough time, there are
countless ways to show love and kindness to others. By doing so, we not only
bless those around us, but we also draw closer to God and become more like
the person He has called us to be. We engage in the lifelong work of
sanctification, where we grow our holiness over time and on purpose.

Another way to make the most of Lent is by practicing spiritual disciplines like
prayer, (safe) fasting, and meditation. By setting aside time each day to
connect with God, we create space for Him to speak to us and guide us on our
journey. Whether it's through reading the Bible, spending time in silence, or
engaging in other spiritual practices, there are many ways to deepen our
relationship with God and grow in our faith. Many people choose to abstain
from something at Lenten time. In recent years, people have taken up different
interpretations of this like abstaining from overscheduling, complaining, or even
social media.

Finally, | would encourage all of us to take time to reflect on the ways in which
we can become more Christlike. None of us are perfect, and we all have areas
in our lives where we need to grow and improve, myself included! But with
God's help, we can become the people He has called us to be. | would invite
you to try something new in your spiritual journey this Lent--a new devotional, a
new small group (Wednesdays at 7 on Zoom is great if you haven't tried it), or a
new spiritual practice. As Ash Wednesday reminds us, our time here is limited;
we might as well explore the myriad of ways to connect with God while we can.

As we embark on this journey of Lent together, let's commit to supporting one
another, praying for one another, and holding each other accountable as we
seek to grow in our faith and in our love for others.

Peace and blessings to you all,

Pastor Colin
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The Messenger

Happy March & April Birthdays!
"Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!"

Happy March & April Anniversaries!

ULet all that
1 Corinthians 16:14
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COOL FOOD PANTRY - FOOD OF THE MONTH:

March:
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Canned Tuna (

SUNA )/
I

April:
Juice or Powdered Milk

2023 Offering Envelopes

The 2023 Offering Envelopes
are available in the Narthex.

If you would like your envelopes mailed,

please call or email the church office.
However, please note
that there is a sizeable cost to do so.
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March Calendar Reminders April Calendar Reminders

Wednesday, Mar. 1st 6 PM Lenten Soup Supper

7 PM Holden Prayers Service Saturday, Apr. 1st 9 AM Prayer Ministry
Saturday, Mar. 4th 9 AM Prayer Ministry Sunday, Apr. 2nd 10 AM Palm Sunday Service
Sunday, Mar. 5th 10 AM Worship Service 11:30 AM Easter Egg Hunt
Spring Congregational Meeting Monday, Apr. 3rd 7 PM Women of St Ma
Monday, Mar. 6th 7 PM Women of St ||Tussday. ifry-£th 7 PM Reflections in the Spirit
Tuesday, Mar. 7th 7 PM Reflections in the Spirit Election Day
Friday, Mar. 10th 6 PM Gather Bible Study Thursday, Apr. 6th Maundy Thursday
Sunday, Mar. 12th 10 AM Worship Service Friday, Apr. 7th Good Friday
Daylight Saving Time Starts - Sunday, Apr. 9th 10 AM Easter Sunday Worship
Spring Ahead Monday, Apr. 10th 7 PM Church Council
Monday, Mar. 13th 7 PM Church Council Tuesday, Apr. 11th 12 PM Reflections of the Season
Tuesday, Mar. 14th 12 PM Reflections of the Season Friday, Apr. 14th 6 PM Gather Bible Study
Saturday, Mar. 18th 1 PM Easter Egg Packing Sunday, Apr. 16th 10 AM Worship Service
Sunday, Mar. 19th 10 AM Worship Service Monday, Apr. 17th Yarns of Compassion
Guest Speaker - Pastor Kyle Saturday, Apr. 22nd Earth Day!!
Monday, Mar. 20th 7 PM Yarns of Compassion Sunday, Apr. 23rd 10 AM Worship Service
Saturday, Mar. 25th  9:30 AM Creation Walk Sunday, Apr. 30th 10AM Worship Service
Sunday, Mar. 26th 10 AM Worship Service
**Schedule Subject to Change** **Schedule Subject to Change**
I f you have a 6Thank You Noted that you would |Iike the] cor
of fice prior the 15th of each mont h, in order tJo m;
Lenten Soup Supper & Holden Evening Prayers Spring Congregational Meeting
Wednesday, March 1st Sunday, March 5th
Lenten Soup Supper 6:00 pm If you have not done so in the past year, please fill out
Holden Evening Prayers 7:00 pm a communion Registration card, next time you are at

church. This card, along with a contribution of record,
will allow you to vote at our upcoming congregational
meeting on Sunday, March 5th. Completed cards can
be left in the offering plate, or in the donation box

Ay TS . .
.»'2 IE’ located outside the sanctuary wall in the Narthex.
LENTEN Wz
p. OUP' God has welcomed me into the body of Christ. I trust in
Jesus Christ as my Savior. I confess my sin and my need
for God’s grace; I desire to live a new life in Christ; I

‘ UPPER

Join us for homemade soup and fellowship anytime after
6:00 pm with a short Holden Evening Prayer service at
7:00 pm to follow in our sanctuary.

believe that Christ is truly present in this Sacrament
with gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. I declare
my desire to come to the Lord’s Table.

COMMUNION REGISTRATION

Name__

Ll &
HOLDENJEVENING
PRAYER |

——

Address

Date__

(If you are a member of another congregation, you may write on
the back of this card your church’s name and location.)

© Augsburg Fortress. Made in USA ISBN 0-8066-1444-7, Code 23-1580
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Light, An Indigenous Elder’s Meditations on Hope and
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St. Mark's Easter Egg Hunt 2023
Sunday, April 2nd at 11:30 AM

You and your kiddos are invited to our
2nd annual Easter Egg Hunt!!

There will be over 4,000 Easter eggs
all over our church grounds!
TheyUlIIl be filled with
eggs good for even bigger prizes.

c an[

There will be multiple Easter egg hunts based on age
so everyone can have some fun.
(0-5 years old; 6-9 years old; 10-12 years old)

We will also have an egg toss & pictures with the
Easter Bunny himself.

This is a free event, but please bring your own basket!

If you would like to help out, please stop by
on Saturday, March 18th @ 1 PM for Egg Packing.
Or, Sunday, April 2nd @ 9 AM for Setup.

In anticipation of Easter:

Easter is associated with the rebirth of nature as well.
Living things like plants sprout and grow. They flourish and
bl oom. Each year St. Mar kU§¢
new | ife and hope with the
at the altar with live potted spring plants. Take a moment to

orderta§lant to be us(?d in the displag and which cag bg
Ytaken hSme Aftertné wors%ig sefvice i Easter Suf ay. €

Order forms will be available in the Narthex or online
and are due by Thursday, Mar. 23rd.

Please include your name, the type of flower, the quantity,
in memory or in honor of a loved one, and place the
completed order forms in the offering.

Please make checks payable to
t .
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You Are Invited To
World Day of Prayer 2023

Heard About

Prepared by the WDP Committee of Taiwan
and the World Day of Prayer USA Committee
Church Women United In lllinois
2023 World Day of Prayer Hands On Mission Projects

March 3, 2023 10AM CST
Make No -Sew Blankets to donate to a nursing
home
Pack Period Packs: Menstrual Hygiene Kits to
donate to Church World Service

o/ Have Y d

*

*

In many parts of the world, women and girls
live in period poverty lacking access to necessary
feminine care supplies

In-Person and on Zoom - Zoom Meeting ID: 914 -793-
0165; Dial -in Number: 312 -626-6799
Woodlawn African Methodist Episcopal Church
6456 South Evans Avenue Chicago, IL 60637

St. Mark’s would like to offer our sincerest thanks to
Nancy Inskeep and Paavo & Helena Pelkonen

. for their gifts in honor of:
Fait ho

Helen Binning’s Birthday

L/ I

Sunday, March 12th Daylight Saving Time Begins.
Spring ahead...
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March Mission of the Month — ELCA World Hunger

ELCA World Hunger has been working to address hunger and poverty through education, advocacy, relief and
development for 42 years. From microloans to health clinics, water wells to animal husbandry, your gifts to ELCA
Worl d Hunger support innovative solutions that get Ja
engage Lutherans in advocacy and hunger education to act and speak in ways that can make a difference. Through
this comprehensive approach, we address hunger from all angles, locally and around the world.

We rely on your gifts. ELCA World Hunger is funded solely by gifts from ELCA members and congregations like
yours. More than 90 cents of each dollar you give to ELCA World Hunger goes to directly support programmatic
work, with less than 10 cents of every dollar used for program administration and fundraising.

Thank you for making this work possible through learning, action, prayer and giving

HOW YOUR GIFTS AREUSED HOW TO GIVE

international relief  MAIL
and development  Make checks payable

70% to “ELCA World Hunger™
and mad to
domestic reliof ELCA World Hunger
and development P.O. Box 1809
10.5% Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
advocacy ONUINE
6% ELCA crghunger/donate
hunger education &NQAY OFFERING |
0, through your congregation|
Mot o 2R g 5% Sund oﬂtﬂr\g Mak your
checks payable to your
jon and write
“ELCA World Hunger”

on the memo line.

April Mission of the Month - Debt Reduction / Simply Giving
For those of us who call St. MarkUs home or for anyoh
we would love for you to be able to tithe as a way of giving back a portion of what God gives us in worship.

One of the ways of giving is a regular withdrawal set up through Simply Giving. This is easiest if you are a long time
member who would like a tax statement at the end of the year.

What is Simply Giving®?
IltUs an easier, simpler way tSboMarksEwngglicauLutherae Ghurtha r
through automated giving.

An Easy, Generous Choice
The Simply Giving® program is designed to help you conveniently, consistently and joyfully
give financi al gifts to our congregat

By participating in the program, you can use electronic funds transfer
to give your weekly, semi-monthly or monthly offering.

You Can Make a Difference
Let the Simply Giving® program help you build better stewardship
by turning a simple choice into an easy, generous response.

Thank you for the support you provide to St. Mark’s.

simplygiving simplygiving simplygiving

online giving made easy online giving maade easy online giving made easy

[ttt

Dntr

Please join us on Wednesday nights from 7pm to 8pm for our Zoom discussion group.

Come be encouraged by hearing about God’s work in each other's lives!
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Because church is like a family reunion
‘ C‘/’ 0The Bible says that we garle
6@ U,-cl, in Christ and part of the family of God

A place for people who seek the love o
@ " God,thefellowship of God's

Making our Church
Safe for All

PLEASE NOTE

As a reminder, St. Mar k& s
lock (timed lock) on the East fellowship
(basement) entry door most likely in 2023.

-

For safety reasons, the door will automatically

l ock at 10:15 am on| ' =
Therefore, if you are not upstairs - o 3 2 [J
or, are late to church, - INVITE semsens Q :]
please proceed to the main entrance upstairs. | o CriVRCrH f *

Thank you in advance for helping keep us all safe!

PADS

LAKE COUNTY

Helping the Homeless Find a Way

1800 Grand Avenue 847.689.4357
Waukegan, IL 60085 info@padslakecounty.org

February 10, 2023

Dear St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for your recent gift to PADS Lake County. During this time of great uncertainty,
we have been comforted, encouraged, and humbled by the outpouring of generosity and support
from community members like you. Today, I'm writing to thank you for the gift of $75.00 on
02/08/2023 to help ensure that all of our neighbors have the sturdy foundations and stable
homes so that they can have a brighter futures for themselves and their families.

Here at PADS, our services have had to adjust to meet the ever-changing needs brought on by
COVID-19, but our purpose remains the same: to make sure that no individual or family in our
community ever goes without a warm place to sleep, food to eat, or the resources and programs
they need to get back on their feet when facing a housing crisis.

Your generous donation of $75.00 will go a long way in helping this mission continue. Thank you for
helping us meet the challenges of this moment, so we can continue to provide the highest level of
care and support for the clients we serve.

If you want to know more about our work, find new ways to get involved, or just keep up with events
within the PADS Community, please visit our website at padslakecounty.org or follow us on
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

Please accept my warmest and most sincere thank you for making our work possible. We truly
could not do it without you.

With deep gratitude,

Eric Foote  Ln® ot
Interim Executive Director I
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Dear Friends, January 24, 2023

It is with sincere gratitude that we acknowledge your generous donation of $345.00 to
COOL for September Mission of the Month. Your kindness is appreciated by all our staff
and volunteers, and more importantly by our neighbors in need who receive services from
COOL Ministries.

The current economic climate is impacting the many people who come to us for assistance.

As the cost of food and housing has risen, COOL has seen a steadily rising increase in the

number of pantry visitors each month and in applications for our family housing program. Feeding the Hungry — Housing the Homeless

The rising costs also affect our budget, and it is through the generosity of our donors that

we can continue our mission to give comprehensive assistance to families in need. 800 West Glen Flora Avenue
. Waukegan, Illinois 60085

COOL is committed to identifying and adapting to the ever-changing needs of our - o

community, and our staff works very hard to continue providing the highest level of 847-662-1340

services to those who come to us seeking assistance.

On behalf of all of us at COOL and those we serve, we are grateful for your help and support
i CAETYRME Uil Yot THiSSiOn of service o de comiuunity. Your wxllmgness to answer our
call for help is truly a blessing to this ministry,

WatiiestRagaids, Dear Pastor Cranmer and Congregation Members, February 1, 2023

N\-"‘—"L‘K \Eﬁ‘”ﬂb“ﬂ—m On behalf of the staff, directors on our board and the thousands of individuals who receive assistance
Mindy Lindholm every month at COOL, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for helping COOL Ministries
Executive Directon during the calendar year ending December 2022. Your contributions truly make a difference and are

appreciated.

With your help in 2022 we were able to provide food for 58,581 individuals and 17,724 families for a
total of over 700,000 meals. The food pantry also collected and distributed boxes of toiletries and
extras to an average of 85 veterans each month through our Veterans Program. Additionally, the COOL
Family Housing Program provided shelter and services to 16 families (19 adults and 30 children) who
had been homeless.

COOL Ministries has been blessed with generous and hardworking supporters for all our almost forty
years as an organization. The invaluable work of our volunteers and support of our donors is crucial to
U the services we provide to the community, especially during times of such uncertainty. Many of our
neighbors are facing increasing difficulties with making ends meet in today’s inflated economy. With
the cost of just about every commodity and service rising substantially those on a fixed income are

affected the mostand that is exactly who COOL serves; people on a fixed budget such as the elderly, the
disabled, the homeless and anyone struggling to get by.

In the calendar year 2022, your contribution to COOL was $1,854.00 and 367 pounds of food and with
it you have our heartfelt gratitude for your ongoing support of COOL Ministries through your
contributions. Because of your support we can offer encouragement and hope to those who turn to us
in their time of need.

Thank you for helping the hungry and homeless men, women, and children of Lake County. Your
support for our mission is a true blessing to this ministry.

cn I(:au “ I a I"l Thank you for your contribution to Chicagoland Prison

H Outreach. Your tax-deductible gift enables us to touch
Prlsn" the lives of forgotten inmates and their families with
the transforming power of God’s word and spirit.

n“"‘ﬂacn “ .. Iwasin prison and you Visj(t)e‘lcggf/'EOZS
$ 25.00

St. Marks Lutheran Church
3350 N Delany Rd
Waukegan, IL 60087-1343

égorey Buchanan

No goods or services have been received in exchange for this donation. Executive Director
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I%%Lutheram Social Services of Illinois

1001 E. Touhy Avenue, Suite 50
Des Plaines, lllinois 60018

LSSl.org = P .
PHONE  847.635.4600 “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” Helen Keller

FAX  847.635.6764
Dear Partner in Ministry: February 2023

Thanks to your collective generosity, you helped LSSI provide services—and hope—to over 42,000
children, adults, and seniors in Illinois last year. That’s one in every 297 people in our state!

Through the efforts of employees, clients, donors, and volunteers, we accomplish our mission and
goals—together! Each gift to LSSI truly represents your congregation’s commitment to helping our
neighbors across Illinois. We were able to serve so many people through the combined generosity of
nearly 5,000 gifts from 1,911 individual donors and support from 138 congregations of varying
denominations.

Together we’ve done so much to provide critical services to help people, whether it’s providing
housing for 1,589 seniors and adults with developmental disabilities or loving foster homes for 2,747
children. Through your heartfelt generosity, LSSI was there for those who needed us, like the 13,907
people who received critical mental health services or the 2,574 people we treated for substance use
disorders.

The enclosed 2022 Impact Statement provides a brief summary of our work. I invite you to learn more
about the people whose lives have been changed by your congregation’s generosity at our recently
redesigned website, LSSI.org, and our Facebook, YouTube, and LinkedIn accounts. Additionally, I
appreciate hearing your feedback about our ministry and invite you to reach out to me by phone at
847.635.4671 or email at David. Novak@LSSI.org.

Simply put, together we help others. I like the words of our client Greg, a resident of LSSI’s Healthy

Peace and prayers, Start Recovery Home West, who is paying your generosity forward. He said, “People helped me. I am
orateful that [ help others.”

o E\ very grateful that I can help others

David P. Novak. JD h Together your congregation helps LSSI achieve its goal of caring for the whole person by promoting

Vice President for Advancement ~ dignity, enhancing health and well-being, and helping people reach their full potential. Thank you for
your continued prayers and ongoing support of LSSI’s work.

\/ OOR Vi \Weps T TRooer ™S
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Memorials e
qQifts

St. Markds would Iike to offer our sincer ¢

i n memory of family/friends:

In Memory of:Gary CamgdMemory of Ritvian|Mémory of B
Bob & Helen Ostman Ar n cAlhdo Arnol d Aho
Bridgette Otterbachddr & Ida Dudleston Carol Bonne

(Foundations For The Future) Bob & Helen Ost manAl & 1l da Dud
Paavo & Helena Pel Raned & Helena Hehksae@ousins;

Ann Roberts Nancy I nske
(Foundations For The Future) Bob & Hel en (
Bridgette Ott
I n Memory of Betty Tehitlls Shephe
I n Memory of: Bob Har mamn ocAhd Lucille Told
' . . Kat hl een Vog
Arnol d Aho Hel en Binning (forwarded a contribution received in
Car ol Bonnes Carol Bonnes memory of her sister, Bertha)
Al & lda DudlestonAl & lda Dudleston
Ken & Sandy Falklnha%'ane Florio
Lise Myl |l ymaki ara Griffin
Bob & Helen Ostman Kirsten Koch
Bridgette Otterbachleirse Myl lymaki
Paavo & Helena Pel kBoPPep& Hel en Ost
Ann Robert s Bridgette Otter
Kur t & Kathy Sc h(]ﬁu;ﬂianonsForTheFuture)
Jill Shepherd av o & Hel ena H a
Sandr a StephensonKu'A;n,[n &RoKbaetrhtys s d »
Lucille Tolonen Jill Shepher d
Sandra Stephen _
Lucille Tol one‘-,.yfg"i‘"**-

2 S t

cco¥das, cc¥2s, ¥, cco¥2o. (ol oo,

[}
!//m«z( Yeu

God has blessed me with many St. Mar k'

Thanks for singing Happy Birthday to me after church service, and the table down in
Fellowship Hall was set with lots of goodies to eat and a beautiful birthday cake that
was so delicious, and the many cards and gifts.

My daughter Karen and her husband Karl were also there from Aurora, lllinois to
help me celebrate.

| could not have been made happier than all that was done for me by all of you on

my
94th birthday. Thanks again!

God's Blessings to you,
Helen Binning

WSS\ ZEWEIUSS 72 U\ 2 SIS >SN /S 22
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“People You Know and Trust” T [ T |7 Day Access 847-662-5196
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Funeral Directors & Cremation Services

Loren L. Congdon Margaret A. Congdon * STORAGE * L’
Mark Twadell Dinora Congdon 2777 Delany Rd. » Waukegan, IL 60087
Katie Congdon Pepper Ruesch 0 & Helena Polkonen - Propritors _ '

(847) 746-1234

“Pre-Arranging - A Thoughtful Way Of Caring”
Before buying pre-need, consult us first.
Our 74 years of experience can make a world of difference.
3012 Sheridan Road, Zion, Illinois 60099

WWW.COon

donfuneralhome Com_

“MARY’S
GREENHOUSE

Don Fontana, CPA |
847-612-4562

1 135 N. Greenleaf St.Ste. 224 §
Gurnee, IL 60031 |

555 S. 0’Plaine Rd.
Gurnee, IL 60031

(847) 336-5910

B e e

E

| LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS |
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God's work, Our hands.

St. Mark's Lutheran Church
3350 North Delany Rd.
Waukegan, IL. 60087

Phone 847-623-5135

Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First)
E-mail:
stmarkslutheran@gmail.com
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Serving Us This Month
March & April Readers

Rosemary Bielke
Jill Shepherd
Paul Durand
Dave Striepling

Mike Ryan

Dean & Shannon Stelter
Ken Swanson

Ann Roberts

Jill Shepherd
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