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Sometimes the news can really get to you.  Sometimes it is 
easy to feel like the mountain you face, or the mountain we 
face as a nation right now, is insurmountable. It is in these 
moments that I am appreciative of history.  We can look 
back and see that God has cared for us, and trust that God 
will continue to do so. 

We can do this in the bible.  At our second parking lot     
service, we focused on the words from Isaiah 51:1a-2 “Look 
to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry from which you were 
hewn; look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth.”  This 
is a reminder from the prophet that our spiritual heritage has a long-reaching 
arm back into history, but that we can consider ourselves cut from the same 
rock as Abraham, Sarah, David, Peter, Mary, and Christ.  The Bible preserves 
the record of how they struggled against barrenness and disappointment, war-
ring nations and personal errors, judgment and fear, even death.  But the Bible 
also preserves the record of how those struggles were overcome through 
faith.  As we are the same “stuff” as our biblical ancestors, we also rely on the 
same God. 

We can also look to history that is closer at hand.  A few weeks back, a gener-
ous congregant lent me “A Centennial Retrospective,” the hundred-year histo-
ry of St. Mark’s.  Published by the church in 1993, almost another 30 years of 
history has passed since it was written.  Did you know that St. Mark’s has al-
ready lived through one pandemic?  March 4th, 1894 was the first worship ser-
vice of our church ancestors, twenty-four years before the Spanish Flu of 
1918.  Not only a pandemic, but the Great Depression, two World Wars, influx-
es of members, outflows of members, high times, low times, Vietnam, meeting 
in an airport, breaking ground on a new building, an entire language switch, 
and so much more.  The community of St. Mark’s has weathered the storm 
and has consistently given of itself, its resources, and its care to the communi-
ty and beyond.  Consider the quarry that you come from.  You of the parking 
lot services of 2020 are made of the same stuff as the Finns who gave people 
communion through windows in 1918. 

Finally, you can look at your own history.  Where has God upheld you in your 
life?  What are the valleys of your life where you can look back in hindsight 
and say “God was there.”  

Ultimately, I am proud of us.  We are rising up to support 
one another.  Gathering is happening, even if it looks  differ-
ent.  Sunday School is happening, even if it looks differ-
ent.  Fellowship, youth group, nature walks, Taizé     service, 
small groups; they are all here, even if they look a little 
quirky compared to what we are used to.  The whole world 
looks a little wonky at the moment.  

Come, Grow Share…. 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:    
Come celebrate the gift  of 

Jesus Christ. Grow together  in 
faith and love.  

Share the Good !    

Continued on Page 3 
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October Birthdays 

10/02  Katherine Congdon 

10/03 Evelyn Fontana 

10/03  Megan Wells 

10/04 Mark Ahonen 

10/04 Katherine Haapanen 

10/04 Lise Myllymaki 

10/05 Robbyn McFadden 

10/06 Loren Lundtveit 

10/06 Rebekah Solava 

10/07 Laila Maki 

10/09 Scott Epker 

10/10 Ben Haapanen 

10/12 Pamela Hurley 

10/16 Eric Aho 

10/16 Jodi Hopkins 

10/17 Logan Schroetter 

10/17 Morgan Schroetter 

10/20 Dylan Schroetter 

10/22  Eric Baehr 

10/22  Jonathon Haapanen 

10/23 Bonnie Lepisto 

10/24 Laverne Laine 

10/25 Judith Reinier 

10/28 Patricia Flaminio 

10/28 Jeanie Kasper 

10/30 Earleen  Constantino 

If your name/s have not appeared in recognition of your birthday, wedding anniversary or a memorial gift, 

please contact the church office.  We want to include all celebrations and  memorials.   847-623-5135   

We thank the people who have memorialized these 
friends and loved ones for their generosity. 

 
The following gifts were given in Memory of: 

 
Aira Puistolahti: Arnold Aho 
 
Heinz Voss:    Paavo & Helena Pelkonen
   
Caesar Fontana: Paavo & Helena Pelkonen 
   Lucile Tolonen 
 
Nathan Inskeep: Nancy Inskeep 
 
Neil Otterbacher: Ardene Flahavin 

October  Anniversaries 

Georgi & Kristen Trukov      10/04 

Davis & Sharon Chand       10/04 

Erik & Angie Solita                10/06 

Ritva & Aaro Illi                     10/09 

Timothy & Sally Ammons    10/09 

Andrew & Kim  Haapanen   10/11 

Chris & Lynn Schroetter 10/12 

Susan & John Sedej               10/12 

Carrie & Dave Steckl          10/15 

Mauro & Kim Puccini 10/17  
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Come as You Are, Whoever You Are       
Everyone is welcome at St. Mark’s, no matter what you have done, what has been done to you, what darkness or struggles 

you have faced, and regardless of whether you have been marginalized by society or denied involvement by other churches.  

All are worthy of God’s love and grace.  We celebrate diversity, and seek to be inclusive of every race, ethnicity, faith back-

ground, age, economic status, political affiliation, sexual orientation, gender identity, mental ability, or anything else that 

divides us. Christ’s church is not ours to control, nor is it our job to sort, divide, categorize or exclude.  But it is our place to 

love all our neighbors, aid the less fortunate, and to be a voice on their behalf.  Welcome! 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7  
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COOL FOOD PANTRY 

FOOD OF THE MONTH:  

Breakfast items 

Continued from Page 1  From Minister Cranmer 

Notice — Upcoming key date reminders! 

 Sunday 10/04— 10 AM Parking Lot                  

Worship Service  (social distancing required) 

 Sunday 10/11—10 AM On Line Worship 

 Thursday 10/15 — 7 PM Taize On Line                            

Worship Service  

 Sunday 10/18— 10 AM Parking Lot                  

Worship Service  (social distancing required) 

 Sunday 10/25—10 AM On Line Worship 

Going forward, as long as the weather remains good, 

the intention is to conduct the 10 AM Parking Lot 

worship service’s on the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the 

month.  For questions, please call or email the 

church office or Minister Cranmer. 

Fall Congregational meeting—Sunday October 25th, Online, via Zoom 

Following Sunday worship on October 25th, we will be conducting our annual “fall”        

Congregational meeting using the Zoom App.  The meeting will begin at approx.  11:00 am.   

Information on the meeting agenda and on how to access the meeting will be sent out via 

Email, prior to the meeting date. 

We are Abraham and Sarah launching out into lands      
unknown, we are the Finnish church that broke ground 
and added an English service to outreach to the            
community around us, and all of this 2020 wonky-ness is 
going to make for a very fine entry in our 200-year history 
of St. Mark’s book.  In fact, like so much of the history in 
our Centennial book, it will probably be a passing few lines  
before we are on to the next thing. 

Looking for              

Volunteers…...  

St Mark’s has been researching to fill various         
current openings in our volunteer staff.  Two        

immediate needs are as follows: 
 
 We need a representative to the COOL 

Board.   The COOL board members serve three-
year terms and are limited to serving two con-
secutive terms (just like St. Mark’s Council mem-
bers). 

 We also need a Mission Interpreter.  (Erv 
Uhlman was the last person who served in this 
capacity.) 

 
There are various other          

positions which are being      
reviewed at the current time, 

and pending initial consolations 
with prospective participants, 

may be included in future     
requests. 
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She explains that when we hear stories of these 

heroes, we feel what is called moral elevation—a 

warm feeling inside that inspires us, fueling 

optimism and a desire to act altruistically ourselves. 

While the temptation might be to focus on fear and 

everything going wrong, we can redirect our 

attention to those who are doing the right thing, 

which will lead us to be better citizens ourselves. 

Being grateful for the beauty of the world is a way to 

find peace and joy.  Meditating can take our minds 

off the noisy world and reconnect with the stillness 

around us.  Even while walking we can meditate and 

feels God’s creation around us.  When you connect to 

nature you find the bounty of God’s love all around 

you.  Paul Cotter wrote, “For me, nature provides a 

unique opportunity to reconnect with the stillness 

inside, which is the source of our deepest wisdom.”  

Prayer, and especially contemplative prayer, can 

calm us  and renew us. 

For Br. David Steindl-Rast, OSB, “God’s 

inexhaustible poetry” comes to him in five 

languages:  seeing, hearing, smelling, touching, and 

tasting.  There is garden in the hermitage where he 

lives where he grows jasmine, pineapple mint, sage, 

thyme, and eight kinds of lavender.  Although we 

may not have an abundant garden such as his, he 

suggests we all need to somehow set aside a time 

and a place for the kind of experience he feels in his 

garden.  It is a necessity in everyone’s life, not a 

luxury.   

 “What comes alive in those moments is more than 

eyes or ears; our heart listens and rises to respond…

As we learn to really look with our eyes, we begin to 

look with our hearts also.”  --Brother David 

Let us appreciate all that God has given us. 

God’s grace and love be with you,  

 

 

 

Jill Shepherd 

Stephen Leader 

Stephen Ministry 

Spiritual Wellbeing during a Time  

of Global Pandemic 

Looking to the Good 
…and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love 

has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given to us. 

Romans 5:5 
 

“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you 

seem, smarter than you think,   

and loved more than you’ll ever 

know.”  –A.A. Milne 

We need God and we need one 

another during this time of a 

Global pandemic!  The pain is 

real, physically, emotionally, and 

spiritually during this time of 

great loss and suffering.   

But we have God in our corner!  He has gifted us 

with strength and hope and love to survive through 

these terrible times, and is present with us always.  

We need to pull together for the benefit of 

everyone.  Our spirit grows as we notice the good 

around us, even in difficult times as now. 

There ARE some positives in the time of crisis.  Jill 

Suttie, Psy.D. states that contrary to popular belief, 

crises often tend to bring out the best in people.  A  

report that looked at how people responded during 

the September 11th Twin Tower attacks showed that 

people bent over backwards to help others escape, 

sometimes at great personal risk to themselves.   

Dr. Suttie continues:  “Look to the heroes.  There 

will always be heroic efforts in a disaster—people 

who sacrifice themselves for the good of others. 

Think of the health care workers who are treating 

people infected with this 

virus at great personal risk. 

Or those infected with the 

virus who voluntarily 

isolate themselves for 

weeks to protect the 

public.”   
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The Scout’s have done it again !!   
 

The Property and Grounds Team, and the Church Council would like to offer our 
sincere thanks to Evan Lundtveit, and his “army” of helpers who during a rainy 
Saturday 9-12-2020, helped to clean up, beautify and “re-landscape” many of the 
exterior areas around the church.  This work included: 12 tons of decorative stone 
for the parking lot islands, two new trees, new mulch, removing and cleaning 
flower beds, filling low areas around the back of the building, and leveling an air 
conditioner condenser, just to name a few.  Our sincere “Thanks” to everyone who 
assisted in this project, and especially to Evan (and his family), for coordinating 
this massive effort! 
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Celebrating one of our own.  Thank you Wendy Dumont for your years of service to the      

community and for your many years of fellowship and assistance to St. Mark’s! 

Reprinted from  the recent MAP publication 
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October—Mission of the Month   

Social Justice / Prison Ministry 

“I was in prison and you came to visit me.”   

Matthew 25:36  

  Taizé is a style of quiet and contemplative 

prayer service.  The service contains prayers 

both spoken and sung, scripture, and periods 

of silence.  During the periods of silence, you 

may choose to pray, contemplate scripture, 

or simply clear your head of the distracting 

details of your busy life.  The Taizé service 

is designed to help you draw nearer to the 

Holy Spirit - opening yourself to how the 

Spirit may be working in your life. 

Join us on the “Third” Thursday of each month for our Taizé worship service, at 7 pm 

 

 

 

 

Sharing the Love of Christ 

Chicagoland Prison Outreach exists to bring the love of Christ to currently or previously incarcerated 

men and women and their families throughout the Chicagoland region. We work with individuals in 

Cook County Jail, Cook County Sheriff’s Boot Camp, and various Illinois state prisons, and our own 

Career Center in Roseland – through in-prison, post-prison and outreach programs. To provide sup-

port and guidance to these hurting people, we provide a range of Christian worship services, disciple-

ship classes, individual counseling, vocational training and job preparation services. 

 Our in-prison programs include a discipleship program, where CPO staff and volunteers con-

nect in a meaningful way with inmates in Jail to facilitate developing a Christ-like character through the 

practical application of God’s Word. Once inmates have been released, we follow up through our Post 

Prison Ministry. We provide mentoring, assistance in connecting with the body of Christ, vocational 

training, and character building. We offer outreach programs: Outreach Christian School, Angels of 

Hope ministry and Women of Hope. 

Please join us on October 4th and October 18th for our “next” social 

distancing, outdoor, parking lot worship service(s), here at St. 

Mark’s.  You may bring lawn chairs to sit in the parking lot, or re-

main in your car and listen to the broadcast on 87.9 FM.  If you 

would like to partake in communion, please bring bread, and drink 

to be blessed by Minister Colin.   (No access to the building permitted.) 
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Due to the Covid 19 virus outbreak, this year’s Crop 

Walk will be an “all virtual” affair.    Please refer to 

their web page, or their Facebook Page for further 

information.  Walk anytime during early October! 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/waukeganil  

Or 

https://www.facebook.com/NLCIL.CROP/?ref=nf   

Contributions can always be made to St. Mark’s and 

“noted” for Crop Walk, and all collected monies will be forwarded, and your contribution will be recorded. 

The property and Grounds Team would like to Thank J & M cleaning 

for their recent work cleaning and waxing the School wing tile floor-

ing, which has never been done since the addition was completed 

in 2013.   While there was a lot of stuff to move, the end result was 

much needed and well worth the cost.  The floors look fabulous ! 

 

Did you Know about how the ELCA came to be ?? 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/waukeganil
https://www.facebook.com/NLCIL.CROP/?ref=nf
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St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
3350 North Delany Rd. 
Waukegan, IL. 60087 

  
Phone 847-623-5135  
Fax 847-623-5135 (Call First) 
E-mail stmarkslutheran@gmail.com  

Sunday’s 
Sunday School—Online 
@ 11 AM 
 
Confirmation—Online 
@1:00 pm 

Serving Us This Month 

Lectors      Sundays      
Oct. 4    Linda Dietz 
Oct. 11  Erin Lundtveit 
Oct. 18  Grace Brikha 
Oct. 25  Paul Durand 

10 AM   Sunday worship  

Online,  every Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Parking Lot 

Worship services on:  

10/04 & 10/18        

THE M ESSENGER 
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stamp 

During this time of Covid 19       

suspended in person activities, 

please contact Minister Cran-

mer, or the church office for 

scheduling questions, or up-

dates.    


